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RDA and IFLA-LRM Alignment 

New RDA Entities Added 
•Collective Agent (superclass of Family and Corporate 

Body) 
• Timespan 
•Nomen 
 

Implicit Entities Made Explicit 
•Agent (superclass of Person and Collective Agent) 
•Place 

 
New Elements 
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Recording Methods 
Unstructured description 

Structured description 

Identifier 

IRI 

Transcription; free-form notes; 
uncontrolled human-readable 
appellation (name, title) 

Value with syntax encoding 
scheme; value with vocabulary 
encoding scheme; controlled 
human-readable appellation 
(access point) 

Machine-readable appellation 
(local) 

Machine-readable appellation 
(global) 

Definitions provided by Gordon Dunsire 
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Recording Methods 

Diagrams and animations provided by Gordon Dunsire 

RDA Entity 
1 

RDA Entity 
2 

is related to 

"identifier for related entity 2" 

"note on related entity 2" 

"access point for related entity 2" 

Keyword index 

Authority file 

Standard 
identifier system 

Semantic Web 
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Changes to Music in the RDA 
Toolkit (Beta Version) 
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From Attributes to Relationships 
Appellation Elements 

Current RDA Toolkit Modelling: 

RDA Entity 
“Appellation of RDA 

Entity” 

has appellation 

Beta RDA Toolkit Modelling: 

RDA Entity Nomen 
has appellation 

“Appellation of 
RDA Entity” 

has nomen 
string 
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Shortcutting Through Nomen 

W1 N1 
has preferred title 

“My work” 
has nomen string 

has preferred title 

W1 N2 
has access point for work 

“Doe, Jane. My work” 
has nomen string 

has access point for work 
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Numeric Designation of Musical 
Work 

Work 1 Nomen 1 “no. 3” 

has nomen 
string 

Nomen 2 “op. 56” 

has nomen 
string 

Nomen 3 “MWV N 18” 

has nomen 
string 

has serial number 
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Numeric Designation of Musical 
Work 

Work 1 
has serial number 

“no. 3” 

“op. 56” 

“MWV N 18” 

has opus number 

has thematic index number 



Domain Changes 

Medium of Performance 

FRBR Domain: Work and Expression 

IFLA-LRM Domain: Expression only 

Beta RDA Toolkit element: medium of performance of 
musical content 

Key 

FRBR Domain: Work only 

IFLA-LRM Domain: Expression only 

Beta RDA Toolkit element: key of expression 
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Representative Expression 
Attributes 
Representative expression attribute (LRM-E2-A2): 
“an attribute which is deemed essential in 
characterizing the work and whose values are taken 
from a representative or canonical expression of the 
work” 

Attributes that users consider to be intrinsic to the 
nature of the work, even if, properly speaking, these 
are attributes of expressions.  

NYSO/NEMLA/SQACBM joint meeting  



Representative Expression 
Attributes and Beta RDA Toolkit 
• aspect ratio of representative 

expression 
• colour content of representative 

expression 
• content type of representative 

expression 
• date of capture of representative 

expression 
• duration of representative 

expression 
• extent of representative expression 
• intended audience of representative 

expression 

• key of representative expression 
• language of representative 

expression 
• medium of performance of 

representative expression 
• place of capture of representative 

expression 
• projection of cartographic content of 

representative expression 
• scale of representative expression 
• script of representative expression 
• sound content of representative 

expression 
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W1: Violin 
concerto in A 

minor by 
Mendelssohn 

E1: Performance 
by Joshua Bell 

realizes 

“violin, orchestra” 

medium of performance 
of representative 
expression 

“A minor” 

key of representative 
expression 

“violin, orchestra” 

“A minor” 

medium of performance 
of musical content 

key of expression 
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W1: Violin 
concerto in A 

minor by 
Mendelssohn 

E2: Edition for 
violin and piano 

realizes 

“violin, orchestra” 

medium of performance 
of representative 
expression 

“A minor” 

key of representative 
expression 

“violin, piano” 

“A minor” 

medium of performance 
of musical content 

key of expression 
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W1: Maiden 
voyage by Herbie 

Hancock 

E1: Performance 
on 1965 album 
Maiden Voyage 

realizes 

“piano, saxophone, 
trumpet, drums, 

double bass” 

“piano, vibraphone, 
drums, double bass” 

medium of performance of musical content 

E2: Performance 
on Happenings 

(1967) 

No Representative 
Expression Element for 
Medium Used Because 
it is Variable 
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Future Implications 
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Identifying Expressions 
Current RDA Toolkit: 
  

Authorized Access Point  for Whitney Houston cover of I Will Always Love You 

Parton, Dolly. I will always love you (Houston : 1992)  
 

Authorized Access Point for Expression = Authorized Access Point for the Work  
           + Expression Elements 
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Identifying Expressions 
Beta RDA Toolkit: 
  

Authorized Access Point  for Whitney Houston cover of I Will Always Love You: 

Houston, Whitney. I will always love you. 1992  
 

Many options for identifying Expressions using authorized access points. 
 
One option is to use a String Encoding Scheme to build certain kinds of access 
points based on values from other elements. 

Hypothetical String Encoding Scheme:  
 
To identify performed expressions of popular music, construct an authorized access 
point using the authorized access point for the principal performer of the expression, 
the preferred title of the musical work expressed, and the date of expression. 
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W1: I Will Always 
Love You by Dolly 

Parton 

E1: 1974 
performance by 

Dolly Parton 

realizes 

“Parton, Dolly. I will 
always love you. 

1974” 

“Houston, Whitney. I 
will always love you. 

1992” 

Authorized access point for musical expression 

E2: 1992 
performance by 

Whitney 
Houston 

“Parton, Dolly. I will always love you” 

authorized access 
point for musical work 
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Translating RDA 
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RDA as an international standard 

•RDA translations are governed by Translation Policy for 
RDA and RDA Toolkit (RSC/Policy/6) 

• “Internationalization is a major goal of the RDA standard 
and the Co-Publishers of RDA are prepared to work with 
interested parties to make new translations of RDA 
possible” 

• First translations, French and German, published in 2013 

• Followed by Catalan, Finnish, Italian, Norwegian and 
Spanish 

• In work: Arabic and Hungarian 
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Translation options 

Translating for… RDA Reference Maintenance 

RDA Toolkit Required Required 

Print Required Optional 

RDA Reference Required Limited 

Study Required Optional 

Source: RSC/Policy/6 
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RDA Reference 

•RDA Reference includes all RDA Elements, their definitions 
and any related scope notes, and all value vocabulary 
terms and definitions 

•RDA Reference data are stored in the Open Metadata 
Registry (OMR) in Resource Description Framework (RDF) 
linked data format; OMR data are openly available 

•RDA Reference is also uploaded to the RDA Registry where 
it is made available to software developers interested in 
building RDA related applications for the language 
community; the RDA Registry is freely available 
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Infrastructure (slide provided by Gordon Dunsire) 

Open Metadata Registry 
for RDA 

GitHub 
RDA Vocabularies 

Content Management System 
RDA Toolkit 

 
 

SDL Trados 

Elements Instructions 

Translators 
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Current and pending translations 
of RDA Reference 
•Arabic 

•Catalan 

•Chinese 

•Danish 

•Dutch 

• Finnish 

• French 

•German 

 

 

•Greek 

•Hebrew 

•Hungarian 

• Italian 

•Norwegian 

• Spanish 

• Swedish 

•Vietnamese 
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Example of translation in RDA 
Registry 
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Impact of 3R Project on 
translations 
• Element sets 

• 662 new terms and definitions (total of 1929) 
• Many additions due to new entities (RDA Entity and LRM 

entities Agent, Collective Agent, Timespan, Nomen) and 
relationships; access points also treated as elements 

• Numerous revisions of existing terms and definitions 

•Value vocabularies 
• 81 new terms and definitions (total of 573) 

• Total 
• 560 new terms and definitions (total of 2502) 
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Impact of 3R Project on 
translations 
• New terminology (e.g., domain, range, etc.) 

• New content: pages for new elements, guidance chapters, etc. 

• Boilerplate files 
• Hold frequently re-used content, translated only once 
• Incorporated into entity and element files via a content reference 
• Could help automate the translation of more than 800 files (not 

tested yet) 

• New structure (1 element = 1 file) means smaller files that are 
easier to work with 

• Examples are stored in separate files, which gives more 
flexibility to translations 
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Thank you for listening! 

Daniel Paradis  
Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec 
daniel.paradis@banq.qc.ca 
RDA Translations Team Liaison Officer 
transwgchair@rdatoolkit.org 

Damian Iseminger 
RSC Music Working Group Chair 
musicwgchair@rdatoolkit.org  
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